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Abstract. Heritage preservation brings a people’s 

history and historic places back to their collective 

consciousness. Countries that have adopted tourism 

as a means of sustaining their economies understand 

that their heritage is the very essence and fabric of 

the people’s existence and identity. It was discovered 

that despite the importance of this cultural heritage to 

national economic development and identity 

preservation, the majority of Africans have 

abandoned African traditional religion, Shrines have 

been left to crumble and sacred places destroyed. 

Many traditional rituals have fallen into disuse and 

various cult objects and symbols of African 

traditional religion are being eroded and modified as 

a result of the onslaught of combined forces of the 

agents of religious change. The work finds out that 

traditional shrines and sacred places can act as a hook 

to attract tourists. Thus, exploring the traditional 

shrines and sacred places in Nigeria to promote 

tourism cannot be over-emphasized. This can be 

envisaged by analyzing its impact in various areas of 

life. Traditional shrines and sacred places if well 

preserved can attract visitors to a destination who 

spend money within the community, enhancing the 

local economy and supporting the local economy 

through restaurants, hotels, and other tourism-

selected businesses. The high inflow of tourists and 

day visitors into the community during such 

occasions contributes immensely to the economic 

empowerment of people through the injection of 

tourist expenditure into the community.  

 

Keywords: Shrines, Sacred places, tourism and 
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1. Introduction  

 

The prospect of our cultural heritage in the face of 

the persistent attack of the combined forces of the 

agents of socio-religious change like Western 

civilization, Islam and Christianity has been a source 

of concern to a present-day African man in a bid to 

preserve his cultural heritage. These external 

religious forces have had enormous influences and 

contributed to vast changes in the cultural, political 

and economic lives of African people. This mass drift 

or the tide of religious change in Africa from African 

traditional religion to Christianity and Islam till now 

assumed phenomenal dimensions to the extent that 

some scholars in Africa have asserted that African 

traditional religion will soon go into extinction 

(Ejizu, 1985).  

 

Heritage preservation not only brings peoples’ past 

and historic places back to their collective 

consciousness but also gives them a sense of pride, 

place and awareness. Countries that have adopted 

tourism as a means of sustaining their economies 

understand that their heritage is the very essence and 

fabric of the people’s existence and identity. Hence, 

they have spared nothing in ensuring that their 

heritage is preserved not only for economic purposes 

but also for posterity.  

 

Appiah and Louis (1999) postulated that tourism’s 

new front-row seat in the African economy may 

remain an illusion and a daydream for a very long 

time to come. This is because Africa’s share in the 

global tourism market is low. In 1996 only about 3.5 

per cent of the 594 million tourists worldwide chose 

Africa as a destination. And of the approximately 

$425 billion that tourists spent worldwide, tourists in 

Africa spent only $5.1 billion, about 1.8 per cent 

(Appiah and Louis, 1999). This is largely because 

Africa, is seen as a rural continent; lacking in basic 

infrastructures; with a population that is largely 

stricken by poverty. Tourism infrastructures like the 

transportation system, hospitality industry and 
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electricity are minimal and underdeveloped; so, also, 

are tourist attractions in the form of man-made 

monuments, for instance, architectural masterpieces, 

and technological advancements. The strength of 

Africa’s tourism, therefore, is not in magnificent 

architectural designs, due to scientific and 

technological innovations, which are synonymous 

with Europe and America. However, what 

technology could not bequeath to Africa, nature has 

abundantly lavished on her. For Africa to make a 

statement in global tourism and have enough of its 

fair share in the global tourism market, experts must 

begin to reposition our tourism and recreational 

centres to our cultural heritage; for therein rests the 

strength of African tourism.  

 

Despiteitheiimportanceiofitheseiculturaliheritageitoin

ationalieconomicidevelopmentiandiidentityipreservat

ion,itheimajorityiofiAfricansiandiNigeriaiiniparticula

rihaveiabandonediAfricanitraditionalireligion,iShrine

sihaveibeenileftitoicrumbleiandisacrediplacesidestroy

ed.iManyitraditionaliritualsihaveifalleniintoiderelictio

niandivariousicultiobjectsiandisymbolsiofiAfricanitra

ditionalireligioniareibeingierodediandimodifiediasiair

esultiofitheionslaughtiofitheiagentsiofireligiousichan

ge.iMbitii(1969)idescribeditheisituationithus:i 

 

Africaiisicaughtiupiiniaiworldirevolutionithatiis 

soidynamicithatiitihasialmostigotioutiofihumanicontr

ol.....iTheimaniofiAfricaimustigetiupiandidance,iforib

etterioriforiworse,iinitheiarenaiofiworldidrama.iHisii

mageiofihimselfianditheiuniverseiisidisruptediandim

ustimakeiroomiforitheichangingiuniversaliandinotisi

mplyitribaliman.i(p. i216)i 

 

Thisidisruptioniandiabandonmentiofiouriculturaliheri

tageilikeitheishrineiandisacrediplacesinecessitatedith

eihypothesisipositedibyisomeischolarsilikeiEjizui(19

85S)iandiAwolalui&iDopamu,i(2005)ithatiouricultur

aliheritageiisigoingiintoiextinction.iTheifeariofiextinc

tioniechoediiniAchebe’siThingsiFalliApartiandiAyan

dele’sicollapseiofipagandomiiniIgbolandiwasionlyian

_iillusion.iModernization,iurbanizationiandi_iindustri

alizationihaveitoiaigreatiextentiinfluenceditheipractic

eiofiAfricanireligion,iitsibeliefsiandipractices.iPeople

iareifariremovedifromitheisecurityiofitheivillageiandi

manyitraditionaliritesiareileftiunperformed.iThisihasi

broughtigreatilaxityiandineglectiofitraditionalimoralit

y 

(Awolalui&iDopamu,2005).iAlsoidueitoitheioralinat

ureiofitheireligioniandinoipropagandaimachinery,ithe

ideclineioftheireligionibecameiinevitable.i 

 

Africanireligionihasialsoibeenifacediwithitheichallen

gesiofidevotees.iGenuineidevoteesiareidyingioutiini

manyilocationsiandiinicasesiwhereitheipriesthoodiisi

hereditary;ithoseiwhoiareitoibecomeipriestsiareinotia

vailableidueitoiWesterniinfluence,iespeciallyiinieduc

ation.iThisiconstitutesiaibigihindranceiforitheireligio

ni(Awolalui&iDopamu,i2005).Allitheseihaveioversh

adoweditheisignificance,ibenefitsiandirelevanceiofiA

fricanireligioniinialliramifications.iThesenotwithstan

ding,itheireligioniisistillibeingipracticediiniourimoder

nisocietyiandihasiinioneiwayioritheiother,ibeenianiin

strumentithroughiwhichisustainableidevelopmenticou

ldibeiachievediespeciallyithroughitourism.i 

 

However, according to statistics, tourism provides 

about ten percent (10%) of the world’s income and 

employs about one-tenth (1/10) of the world's 

workforce, most of which emanates from religious 

tourism (Mirbabayer & Shagazatova, 2009). African 

religion cannot be left out in this quest considering 

the various tourist sites it celebrates, among which 

are the shrines and sacred places. All these are not 

just ordinary sites or artifacts, as they all have 

religious significance, undertone and relevance which 

represent deities, divinities, ancestors, spirits, magic 

or medicine and they can also be repositioned to 

tourist attractions and recreational centres. Our 

Cultural heritage is wide and diverse and covers such 

areas as material culture like monuments and 

artifacts, handicrafts, shrines and sacred places; 

natural endowments—mountains and caves, hills and 

valleys, rivers and lakes, forests and wildlife and 

recreational aspects such as festivals, songs, dances, 

folktales and myths. For the sake of this study, we 

shall focus on African shrines and sacred places. 

 

2. DefinitioniofiTermsi 

 

2.1 SacrediPlacesi 

 

AccordingitoiEliadei(1959),iaiSacrediplaceiisiviewed

iasiaiplaceiwhereitheithreeicosmicilevels,iearth,iheav

enianditheiunderworld,iationceicomeiintoicontactiwit

hieachiother,iandiareirepresented.iThisiviewiprojectsi

theiAfricaniworldviewiofisacrediplaceiwhichiisibelie

veditoibeithei‘meetingipoint’iofitheithreeiworldsiofi

man.iTheiearthiisiinhabitedibyiman,itheiunderworldi

byitheiancestorsianditheiworldiaboveibyitheiSuprem

eiGodiandigods.iForitheisakeiofithisistudy,iSacredipl

acesiareiseeniasiareasioriplacesithatiholdireligiousian

dispiritualisignificanceitoipeoplesiandicommunities.i 

 

2.2 Shrinesi 

 

Itiisiaiholyiorisacrediplaceithatiisidedicateditoiaispec

ificideity,iancestor,ihero,imartyr,isaint,idemoniorisim

ilarifiguresiofiaweiandirespect,iatiwhichitheyiareiven

eratedioriworshipped.iShrinesioftenicontainiidols,irel

icsioriotherisuchiobjectsiassociatediwithitheifigureib
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eingivenerated(EtymologyiDictionary,iWikipedia;icit

ediiniUgwuiandiUgwueyei(2004).iInithisistudy,iaishr

ineihasitoidoiwithiaiplaceiofiworshipiwhereivenerati

onsiareiascribeditoiunseenisupernaturalibeings.i 

 

2.3 Tourismi 

 

AccordingitoitheiWorldiTourismiOrganizationi(1991

),itourismiisidefinediasitheiactivitiesiofipersonsitrave

llingitoiandistayingiiniplacesioutsideitheiriusualienvi

ronmentiforinotimoreithanioneiconsecutiveiyeariforil

eisure,ibusinessiandiotheripurposesinotirelateditoithei

exerciseiofianiactivityiremuneratedifromiwithinitheip

laceivisited.i 

 

2.4 Recreationi 

 

Recreationiisiaisortiofiamusementiorianiactivityiaipe

rsonitakesipartiiniforipleasureiorirelaxationiratheritha

niwork.i 

 

3. TourismiPotentialsiiniNigeriai 

 

Nigeria ranks among the most privileged nations of 

the world in terms of endowment of natural 

attractions. Such attractions include the mountains, 

hills and highlands; caves and valleys (with 

waterfalls and water tributaries); spectacular 

vegetation (dense high forest, savannah and the 

Sahel); varieties of species of wildlife, flora and 

fauna. Nigeria is located on the west coasts of Africa 

located between latitudes 4 and 14 N and longitudes 

3 and 13 E and has an estimated landmass of 

923,768sq.km including its coastal and inland 

waterways. Hence, Nigeria's tourist attractions are 

indeed very great and diverse with lots of potential 

for economic transformations, poverty reduction, 

ncomeiredistributioniandiforeignidirectiinvestments.i

Theiextentitoiwhichitheseibenefitsiareiexploredibyia

nyination is subject to certain local conditions such as 

community involvement and sustainability measures 

(Seyfang and Smith, 

i2007).iTourismicreatesiopportunitiesiforilocalicomm

unitiesitoibenefitifromitheiricultureiandinaturaliassets

ithroughiemploymentiinitourismiactivitiesianditheisu

pplyiof services and goods such as food, excursions 

or handicrafts, to tourism 

businessesborbdirectlybtoivisitors,iwithoutihavingitoi

migrateitoitownsiinisearchiofiaibetterilifei(UNWTO, 

i2011).iSmithi(2007)iarguesithatitheieconomicibenefi

tsiofitourismiareiaifunctionioficompetitiveimarketidri

veiandicommunityiinvolvementithaticaniguaranteeihi

ghiexpectationsiofitheitourists ion destination image 

and facilities that will promote positive word of 

mouth and revisit intentions by the tourists. 

 

Nigeriaihasinotimaximizediheritourismipotentialisim

plyibecauseitheiGovernment'siCommitmentitoiprovid

ingiaiconduciveienvironmentiandirequirediinfrastruct

ureiisiinadequate.iTheseitacksiofiinfrastructuresiarei

worstihitiinitheiruraliareasiwhereinaturalilandiformat

ionsiandifascinatingitouristisitesifindithemselves.iMo

reover,ieffortsiatidevelopingiinfrastructureitoisupport

itourismiareihighlyiinsignificant,iandirecentieffortsib

yisuccessiveigovernmentsiareiconcentratediiniurbani

areasi(Briedenhann&iWickens,2004)  

 

The sites and attractions location should be the focus 

for infrastructural development since @ is pivotal 

where other economic activities will revolve 

(Fayissa, Nsiah,i& Tadaese,2007),ito bring about 

desired micro and macro-economic growth in the 

area and by extension the Country (SEPO, 2006). To 

maximize these stimulated economic benefits, all 

leakages and wastages should be minimised. To 

achieve that, local patronage of food, drinks, 

souvenirs, manpower and even facilities at the site 

should be encouraged (Felixn& Usman, i2008).i 

 

Nigeria'sitourismipotentialicanionlyibeiutilizedisustai

nablyiifithereiisipoliticaliwillibyitheigovernmentitoip

rovideiadequateisecurity,ibuildingiroads,iairports,iele

ctricity,itelecommunicationiandieveniinternetifacilitie

silinkingitheisites.iAnditheniputiiniplaceiaicomprehe

nsiveidatabaseiforibothiinboundiandioutbounditourist

imovementiandiencourageiactiveiprivateiparticipatio

niiniareasisuchiasihoteliaccommodation,itransportati

onianditouriguideiactivitiesi(Ejaietial.,2011).i 

 

Tourismiisiaicompositeiphenomenonianditheiinvento

ryiofiitsicomponentifactors,itherefore,imustigoihandii

nihandiwithiacknowledgementiofitheigeneralidevelo

pmentiobjectivesiandicharacteristicsiofitheiareaiorire

gioniundericonsiderationiespeciallyinowithatitourism

iisimarket-driven, customer satisfaction must be the 

concern of tourism providers (Sitikantha & Tapan, 

2001). No place is too remote to be visited. If the 

attractions are properly packaged and presented. 

These remote and scattered locations harbor different 

types of tourism systems ranging from aquatic 

tourism to wildlife and discovery waiting exploring 

to the benefit of humanity (Felix, & Usman, 2008).  

 

4. ImpactsiofiTourismiandiRecreationaliAct

ivitiesitoitheiNigerianiEconomyi 

 

Tourismihasibecomeiaiphenomenoniinibothidevelope

diandidevelopingieconomiesiacrossitheiglobe,iowingi

partlyitoibizarreiincomeigeneration,iemploymenticre

ationiandipovertyieliminationipotentials;iandiexplori

ngidevelopmentivariablesiassociatediwithiintangiblei

productsi(Andriotisietial.,2008;iMengietial., 2008). 
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Tourism has no doubt had an enormous economic 

impact on all spheres of society to become one of the 

fattest growing industries globally (Aliyu 

AbduliKadir, &iAliyu, 2013).  

 

The strength of tourism performance is obvious in 

poverty reduction, employment generation and 

income redistribution effect on rural communities 

(Kurian, Varadharajan, & Rajasekar, 2010). With the 

revolution in the tourism industry, both the 

government and private entrepreneurs have started to 

optimize the opportunities of attracting tourists to 

their countries. In other to explore these numerous 

potentials that are inherent in the tourism industry, 

many countries have started to design their regions, 

cities and states in a manner that will attract tourists 

and tourist investors (Gil & Ritchie, 2008). The 

development of tourism as an alternative revenue 

source is the new strategy in most countries because 

of its multiplier effect on other sectors of the 

economy, creating a large volume of jobs or both 

skilled and unskilled labour (Ayeni &iEbohon, 2012) 

 

Theiimpactsiofitourismiareifeltiiniainationisocially,ie

nvironmentallyiandieconomically.iAtitheisociety’sile

vel,itheibenefitsicutiacrossipeasants,iartisansiandieve

niprofessionalsiirrespectiveiofigender,iraceioriageibr

acket.iEnvironmentally,itourismihasitheipotentialitoi

conserveitheinaturalienvironmentiandipreserveiantiq

uities,ihistoricalimonumentsianditraditionalibehaviou

rsisuchiasiculture,ifood,ilanguage,iheritage,iandiartsi

andicrafts.iAnd,ieconomically,itourismicreatesiwealt

hicapableiofistimulatingibothidomesticiandiforeignie

arningsiofianyinationifromidirectiactivitiesioriassocia

tedibusinessesi(NTDMP, i2006). 

 

However, 

tourismiisidividediintoitangibleiandiintangibleiassets.

iTheiphysicalifeaturesiincludeinatural, socio cultural 

events, ethnohistorical and manmade attractions; 

while the intangibles are the destination's image and 

reputation, and the technological know-how involved 

in tourism development (Apostolopousi&iGayle, 

2002). Tourism is perceived as a strategic medium 

for cultural and traditional heritage promotion in the 

international arena thereby bringing the custodian 

country to the international limelight (Meng, etial., 

i2008).i 

 

Allitheiaforementioneditypesiofitourismiareiiniabund

anceiinivirtuallyieachiofitheithirty six (36) States in 

Nigeria (Eja etial., 2012). Some of the attractions are 

natural while others are man-made ranging from 

hills, fall springs, caves, Lakes Mountains as well as 

cultural festivals, historical sites and monuments 

spread in Nigeria. These beautiful natural gifts and 

exciting festivals provide places of leisure, 

recreation, adventure, entertainment, relaxation and 

curiosity (Bola, 2010). Tourism activities have been 

criticized as a posing danger to the environment 

through degradation, deforestation and destruction of 

natural habitats in its operation and social 

environment. Mbaiwai(2003) argues that there exists 

a complex relationship between tourism and the 

environment and for this reason, caution should be 

applied in all tourism related activities especially 

manmade features and construction of tourism 

support facilities. Conscious efforts are required to 

guarantee the replenishment and regeneration 

capacity of the environment in tourism development 

drives (Ayenii&iEbohon, i2012). 

 

5. TraditionalishrinesiandiSacrediplacesiinit

heiIgboipartiofiNigeriaianditheiritourismi

potentiali 

 

A shrine is a physical feature within a sacred space 

depicting the abode of divinities. It originated from 

man’s religious quest for unseen powers controlling 

the universe. Based on this impulse he marked out 

certain spots as 

moreisignificantithaniothersiconcerningithisireligious

iinclination.iTheimarkedispotsiwereisymbolizedibyin

aturaliobjectsilikeirocks,itrees,ilakes,istreams,ietc.iLa

terilittleibuildingsiwereiuseditoireplaceitheinaturaliob

jects.iTheseilittleibuildingsiareiknowniasishrinesiseti

apartitoihouseitheisacrediemblemiofitheidivinityiandi

otheriobjectsiofiworship.i 

 

However, 

theishrinesidiscussediinitheipagesithatifollowiinclude

itheifollowing:i 

 

5.1 AwhumiCaveiandiwaterfallsi 

 

AwhumiwaterfalliisilocatediwithiniAmaugweivillage

iofiAwhumitownicloseitoiAwhumiMonasteryiiniUdii

LocaliGovernmentiAreaiofiEnuguiState.iTheiwaterfa

lliflowsifromiaimassiveioutcropiofigraniteirockiwithi

watericascadingioveritheitopiformingiaistream.iTheif

alliisiabout 30 metres high and is believed to be 

therapeutic. Surrounded by breathtaking scenery, a 

part of the fall is warm all year round and a variety of 

bird species can be spotted within the area. Awhum 

boasts of numerous immaculate lakes, a waterfall and 

a monastery. The waterfall forms beautiful scenery 

where water cascades over its top forming a stream, 

which has become a religious tourist site. 

 

5.2 AniiOzallaiLakeiandiShrinei 

ThereiisitheiAniiOzallaiLakeianditheiAniiOzallaiShri

ne,ibothilocatedicloseitoiOzallaiiniNkanuiWestiLGA
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.iTheiAntOzallaiLakeiisiainaturalibodyiofiwateriwith

inumerousicrocodilesiwhichiareiregardediasisacred,ii

ncarnationsiofitheiriverigoddessiwhoiatitheipromptin

gsiofitheichiefipriesticomeitoiacceptiofferingsifromis

upplicants.iPeopleifromidifferentiplacesicomeitoiOza

llaiShrineitoiseekidifferentifavoursiwhileiOzallaiLak

eiisiaiplaceiofirelaxationiandihasimanyitouristiattract

ions.i 

 

5.3 OfufeiOwelleiOttiiShrinei 

 

TheishrineiisisituatediatiOgheiinitheiEzeaguiLocaliG

overnmentiareaiofiEnuguiState.iAccordingitoiChiefi

PriestiOzo DennisiOkeke, 

theishrineianditheiactivitiesibeingicarriedioutithereiar

eiregisterediwithitheigovernment.iItimaintains justice 

in the land and hence, 

itiisicalleditheilandiofisettlement.iPeopleitrustianyide

cisionitakeniatitheishrineiandiitiis binding on 

everyone. Refusal to comply with the directions of 

Ofufe either to take up an office or a profession 

attracts punishments like instant death or struck with 

a serious ailment till such a person complies. 

According to the chief priests, anybody that Ofufe 

kills forfeits his or her properties to him. 

 

5.4 UgwuiOmallaiShrinei 

 

Ugwu Omalla shrine is located in Ezeagu Local 

Government area of Enugu State. The shrine is a very 

powerful shrine and the largest in Oghe. It is situated 

in the big hilly forest in Oghe, Ezeagu and people are 

forbidden to enter the forest except on special 

occasions. The hilly forest where the Ugwu Omalla 

shrine is located is regarded as a sacred forest. The 

shrine is the fieriest in Ezeagu and deals mercilessly 

with the offender. 

Anybodyiwhoigivesifalseiwitnessiagainstianyoneiwil

libeidestroyediandisometimesitogetheriwithitheihous

ehold.iTheishrine,itherefore,ihelpsitoirestoreipeaceia

nditranquillityiamongitheiadherentsianditheicommun

ityiasiaiwhole.i 

 

6. Featuresiofiaishrinei 

 

Theiuniquenessiofitheishrineiasiaiculturaliinstitutioni

isiitsicollectioniofiritualisticiobjects.i 

Regardless of its religious function, these objects are 

mere creative works of art upon which African 

civilization thrived. Notable are the great artworks of 

Ife, Benin and Igbo-Ukwu. The concept created in 

these artworks dumbfounded the early Europeans to 

Africans. This is because the Africans recreated their 

world through arts such that their work expresses 

values, attitudes, and thoughts. These objects are thus 

the features of the shrine. In Van 

Binsbergen'si(1979)iopinionitheseiobservableifeature

siofiaishrineiareidefinediwithinitheiparticipants’ilocal

ireligioussystem,iwhichientailsiailimitediselectioniofi

materialiobjectsi(manmadeiorinot)ithatipossiblyiquali

fyiforiaishrine.iTheimaterialiobjectideterminesitheidi

vinityiinhabitingitheishrine. In other words, the 

emblems of the divinities, ancestors or any spiritual 

beings are the main collections of the shrine. In 

addition to the emblems of divinities, 

thereiare,iinitheishrine,iparaphernaliaiforiworshipifor

iexampleigongsioribells,irattles,ioldiswords,ilargeipot

s,icalabashesiandioldibottles.iTheiequipmentivariesia

ccordingitoitheinatureiofitheidivinitiesitoiwhichitheis

hrinesiareidedicatedi(Awolalu,1979). The objects of 

worship are coated with myths of great historical 

significance and are believed to possess some 

powers.i 

 

Therefore, among the important shrine objects is: the 

emblem of the god usually placed in a very quiet 

corner inside the shrine an example is the emblem of 

the Imoka deity kept inside the shrine and only 

displayed during the festival. Oku are small calabash 

used for ritual or sacrifice in the shrine. Opu is a 

sacred horse. The type found in 

Imokaishrineinowiisiofiivoryiwhichiisionlyiusediduri

ngiannualiworshipibyitheipriest.iOgeneiisianiironigo

ngithatithe chief priest uses to invite or invoke the 

presence of the deity. Ofo is a small wooden structure 

representing the symbol of truth and authority used in 

oath-taking and covenant.  

 

All the above are observable features but not 

necessarily found in every shrine, unlike the altar 

upon which the divinity is worshipped. Awolalu 

(1979) expressed this importance that “at every 

shrine there is an altar...considered 

necessaryibecauseiofitheineeditoihaveisomethingivisi

bleianditangible on which to place a gift made to the 

invisible and 

intangibleideity’,itheialtariheidescribediasicircularim

oundiabout i4ifeetihighiwithiabout four to six earthen 

vessels (Oku) half buried 

initheigroundiItiisihereithatibloodiisipourediandifeath

ersiareistuckiinitheigroundi(Atinze, 1970: 108), But 

the altar can also be a heap of stone in place of the 

unroofed shrine, the altar could be situated at the foot 

ofiaibigitreeisuchiasitheiIroko.iItiisiimportantitoinote

ithatitheiemblemiofitheigodsiisikept on the altar of 

the shrine. 

 

However, considering the possession of cultural 

objects the shrine could be best described as a 

traditional museum where objects are displayed for 

ritual purposes, unlike the Western museum its 
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objects are functional and through them the sanctity 

of the place is maintained. 

 

7. RepositioningiShrinesiandiSacrediPlacesi

foriTouristiPromotioniiniNigeriai 

 

Traditional shrines and sacred places act as a hook to 

attract tourists. In other words, it is a great anchor for 

attracting tourism. Thus, exploring the traditional 

shrines and sacred places as a path for tourism 

promotion in Nigeria cannot be over-emphasized. 

Thisicanibeienvisagedibyianalyzingiitsiimpactiinivari

ousiareasiofilife.iNotablyiisiitsiinfluence on the 

economic well-being of the community. Traditional 

shrines and sacred places if well preserved can attract 

visitors to a destination who spend money within the 

community, enhancing the local economy and 

supporting the local economy through restaurants, 

hotels, and other tourism-selected businesses.   

 

TheihighiInflowiofitouristsiandidayiVisitorsiintoithei

communityiduringisuchioccasionsicontributesiimmen

selyitoitheieconomiciempowermentiofipeopleithroug

hitheiInjectioniofitouristiexpenditureiintoitheicommu

nity.iTouristiexpenditureiisifeltiinitheicommunityifro

mitheiboardingiofitaxisitoiloungingiinihotelsitoivisiti

ngitouristisites.i 

Tourism is an industry that relies heavily on the 

environment both physical and social. In other words, 

tourism activities cannot do without the environment, 

aids the development of the physical environment by 

attracting the expansion of infrastructural facilities in 

the community. Though it does deface the 

community with pollution and dirt if not adequately 

managed yet its ability to protect the flora and fauna 

adds glamour to the community. Thus, it is not 

surprisingithatitraditionaliheritagesiprovideitheistimu

lusiforiadditionaliinfrastructuralidevelopmentiinitheil

ocaliareaiwhichiwilligoiailongiwayiinipromotingitour

ism.i 

 

In its religious capacity traditional shrines serve as 

locations for traditional festivals which attract 

bothiadherentsiandivisitorsifromialliacrossitheination

iandibeyond.iParticipationiinitheseieventsiisinotirestr

icteditoitraditional adherents only as non-adherents 

also share in certain momentary occasions of ritual. 

The rituals are occasions in the season when a 

community commemorates certain events which 

enhances their identity as an entity including a 

traditional festival, the coronation of rulers and elder, 

initiation rites, myths of migration and so on. These 

events illuminate the touristic attributes of the 

shrines. As Nolan and Nolan (1992 rightly observed 

religious festivals are the principal attractions for 

non-followers and secular tourists. At present, these 

activities invariably portray the shrine as a tourist 

centre where religion is the nucleus of the attraction. 

Given this, Awolalu (1979) stated that the Osun 

shrine in Osogbo is rapidly becoming a tourist centre. 

Therefore, shrines are always considered a source of 

recreation not only for the followers but also for 

those who casually visit there. Studying Sufi shrines 

Khan and Sajid (2011) noted that Sufi shrines also 

attract secular tourists and others for the sake of 

enjoying socialigatheringsiandirecreation.i 

 

However, the opening of sacred ground to tourists or 

people with no feel for the religious essence of these 

sites, without observance of the traditional respects, 

is often criticized. (CeesayiandiCeesay, 2009). The 

Argument was that the commercialization of religion 

would lead to the loss of its essence. Nonetheless, 

this commercialization of religious activities further 

strengthens its survival as a location both for cultural 

and religious activities. The Imoka shrine with its 

sacred grove and festival is a source of tourism 

attraction as long as the visitors do not infringe 

onitheinormsiofitheishrine.iTherefore,iit’siimperative

itoinoteithatiwithoutitheseishrinesitraditionalifestival

siandiritualsiwillihaveinoiplaceiinitheiculturalilifeiofi

theipeople.iThus,itheirelevanceiofishrinesiinitheistud

yiofitourismiiniNigeriaihasiaideditheidevelopmentiof

ishrinesiasitouristisites.i 

 

To this end, the government should involve the 

private sector with the requisite competence in 

enhanced tourism development and maintenance as is 

the case in South Africa. This was the strategy 

adopted in the rehabilitation and preservation of the 

Obudu CattleiRanch, as a tourist destination, by 

Protea Hotel, a South African Consortium. In 

addition, modern environmental initiatives were also 

put in place to ensure the flora and fauna, which add 

to the beauty and tranquility of the ranch, are well-

preserved and protected. 

 

Secondly, members of communities where these 

shrines and sacred places are located should be 

involved in the heritage management process. When 

the people are enjoined to make an input in the 

guarding and protection of their heritage, this in turn 

might evoke in them a sense of pride and place as 

well as enable them to promote an appropriate tourist 

strategy. 

Thirdly, while we acknowledge the importance of 

modern practices in the preservation of heritage sites, 

we espouse that such practices be combined with the 

traditional methods of the people for their 

conservation. Most of the ancient sites go back some 

centuries and are still steeped in tradition; hence, 
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some preservation methods might be prohibited 

under the locality’s custom or might incur the wrath 

of the deities existing within these sites. Moreso, 

there are usually traditional methods handed down 

from generation to generation for their conservation. 

Therefore to ensure sustainable conservation and 

tourismidevelopmentithereiisiaineeditoiintegrateiboth

itheitraditionaliandimodernimethods. 

I 

8. ConclusioniandiRecommendationsi 

 

As seen in the work, Nigeria’s tourism assets are 

widespread encompassing natural features such as 

government and privately-owned parks, waterfalls, 

the beautiful outcrop of rocks in different shapes, 

plateaus, forest resources and wildlife, and beaches, 

among others. On the other hand, shrines and sacred 

places are the domain where the ingenuity, creativity 

and originality of the people are on display. There is 

a need to diversify the economy and escape the 

negative consequences of a mono-economy that 

depends on petroleum as the major foreign exchange 

earner. This research has outlined Nigeria’s great 

tourism potential in shrines and sacred places. 

 

It is in line with this that the researcher recommends 

that:  

- Thereiisiaineediforigovernmentitoistartiexpl

oitingitheitourismipotentialiofishrinesiandisa

crediplaces.i 

- The government has the responsibility to 

identify and demarcate shrines and sacred 

places with potential tourism zones for other 

uses. There is a need to sensitize destination 

communities to maintain friendly 

interactions with the local and foreign 

visitors to their communities. 

- The Nigerian Tourism Board should be 

charged with the responsibility of providing 

tourist facilities for local and international 

tourists. In this regard, basic facilities like 

electricity, potable water, good roads as well 

and mass transit buses should be provided in 

and around tourism potentials. In addition, 

museums, sites of historical significance, 

shrines and sacred places, places of 

outstanding beauty, as well as holiday 

resorts should be assisted in the 

development of their potential. 
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